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1. THESIS STATEMENT

Present the project’s argument or interpretation in two sentences. If you are using the NHD theme, you might want to
make it evident in your thesis statement.

The DeKalb Wurlitzer Company created a legacy throughout DeKalb and in the music industry. It also acted as a leader

when it contributed to the war effort by producing drones.

2. SUMMARY OF PROJECT

Briefly explain your project and its conclusion. Include: How and why did change happen and what was the impact?
Why is it historically significant? What historical meaning or importance can we learn from your findings?

The Wurlizter Company started out as one little store and grew to influence the music industry around the world. The

success of the Wurlitzer Company in DeKalb demonstrates how one company can contribute to the growth of a town, have

a significant impact in its industry, and even participate in history through its war effort.




3. Required for projects using the National History Day theme only.
Explain how this project integrates the NHD theme into its argument.

The Wurlitzer Company created a legacy when it became one of the sole producerrs of musical instruments during the
1900s. The company led change in the production and distribution of musical instruments and the growth of the community.

It was a leader in the production of drones during World War Il. Wurlitzer also left a legacy through its philanthropy, the
Wourlitzer Foundation.

4. PROCESS

A. What historical question did you start off with—and how did it change once you began
doing your research?

What is the Wurlitzer Company? Why did we just now learn about the drone production? These were my first
thoughts when my grandpa told me a story about his dad working for the DeKalb Wurlitzer Company. As |

continued my research | began to ask questions like, Why did the company choose DeKalb? By the end | had
answered all of these questions and many more.

B. What kinds of sources did you use as evidence to develop your argument (for example,
letters, photographs, government documents, interviews, etc.)?

| used many different types of sources including: newspaper articles, books, photographs, advertisments,
pamphlets, brochures, and reputable online websites.

C. Select one piece of evidence that you used and explain how it influenced your argument.

One piece of evidence that | used was a newsletter from 1919 stating that a new company coming to DeKalb

would be one of the greatest influnces on the town. This source helped form my argument that the Wurlitzer
factory was a key part of DeKalb's growth and was known as a great place to work.

D. List libraries (other than school), museums, and other institutions that you visited to do
your research.

During my research, | went to the DeKalb Public Library and Northern llinois University Library daily to look at
newspaper clippings and other primary sources. | also went to the DeKalb Wurlitzer Factory. Because it is too
unstabe and dangerous, | was not allowed to go inside of any of the buildings.
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